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From the President ...

Approximately 50 invited participants representing state departments, state affiliates, school
districts, parent groups, and universities were
present at The Association for the Gifted’s annual symposium in Boston. We had international
participation with two of our participants from
the Institute of Gifted Children, National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of the Ukraine. Our
annual symposium focused on policy and legislative issues that affect gifted and talented students. The participants and our membership will
have an opportunity to continue the discussion
and possibly develop white papers regarding policy, highly qualified effective teachers, response
to intervention, and growth models. As you are
aware, we are in an election year and have the
luxury of time for developing our responses to
the reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind
Act and other future legislation. Please let me
know if you want to become more involved in
this important work.
At the symposium, The Association for the
Gifted also honored Dr. Margie Kitano, past
member of the TAG Board, associate dean of
the College of Education and professor of special
education at San Diego State University, for her
tireless work on the new national teacher education standards and on behalf of gifted students
from low-income backgrounds, particularly English language learners. Congratulations, Margie!
TAG also honored Dr. Michael Pyryt, our dear
friend and past TAG Board member, who died
unexpectedly this year. Michael was a dedicated
teacher and a distinguished scholar in the field of
gifted education. As a director of the Centre for
Gifted Education at the University of Calgary, he
was a driving force in the awareness and development of gifted education locally, provincially,
nationally, and internationally. He was honored
at the symposium, TAG business meeting, and at
CEC’s Representative Assembly where a resolution was read in his honor.
Two new books were launched at CEC’s annual conference: Using the National Gifted Education Standards for University Teacher Preparation Programs and Using the National Gifted
Education Standards for PreK–12 Professional
Development. These books, published by Corwin Press, provide practical advice for not only
university faculty but also for all professionals in
gifted education in PreK–12 settings who are interested in improving the quality of teachers who
serve gifted students.
Included in this newsletter is a nomination for
vice president of the TAG Board with a term beginning immediately through December 2010.
You will vote by checking the box and then stamp
and mail the ballot to CEC. We’ll announce the
new vice president in the next newsletter. Your
involvement in TAG is needed!
Susan Johnsen, President
Susan_Johnsen@baylor.edu
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Susan K. Johnsen

engaging CEC’s Children and
Youth Action Network (CAN).
She then described these recent legislative highlights:
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Use the Enclosed Flyer
to Invite a Friend to
Join CEC-TAG
Enclosed with this newsletter,
please find a promotional flyer for
CEC-TAG membership. Please take
a moment to pass this flyer along to
a friend or colleague and personally
invite them to joint the TAG Division
of CEC.
Remember, CEC-TAG is a
member-run organization, and
your efforts to help the division
build its membership are essential
to its healthy growth. Thank you
for passing this flyer on to others
wishing to support gifted children,
educational
excellence,
and
diversity.
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Professor of Education at the College of William and Mary; Dr. Del
Siegle, president of the National Association of Gifted Children and associate professor and teaching fellow
in the NEAG School of Education
at the University of Connecticut; Dr.
Diane Montgomery, past president of
The Association for the Gifted and
professor in the Department of Educational Psychology at Oklahoma
State University; and Dr. Margie Kitano, associate dean of the College of
Education and professor of special
education at San Diego State University. Their remarks suggested that (a)
current tests needed to be revised to

add ceiling or that alternative tests
needed to be developed for identifying the top one percent, (b) we needed to partner with urban schools to
reach all children and identify ways
that the gifted community can work
together, and (c) gifted “advocates”
needed to change to “activists.”
In the afternoon, the symposium
participants broke into four small
groups to identify components that
might be used for developing white
papers in these areas: highly qualified teachers, response to intervention, growth models, and policy.
Results from these groups will be
discussed in our next newsletter.

Membership Application
To: CEC
1110 N. Glebe Road, Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201-5704
TAG Dues
US/Canada: Regular $25-Student $10
Overseas: Air Mail $50-Surface $35
❑ CEC and TAG Dues. I want to
start enjoying the many benefits of
membership in CEC and TAG. I
am enclosing both CEC and TAG
dues.*
❑ TAG Dues Only. I am currently a
member of CEC and my CEC ID #
is ______________________________.
I am enclosing TAG dues only (see
prices above).
Name: _________________________
Address: _______________________

10% TAG Members-Only Discount
From Prufrock Press

______________________________
City: __________________________

CEC-TAG members now enjoy a 10% discount on products available
from Prufrock Press Inc., the leading publisher supporting the education
of gifted and talented children. Use the special CEC-TAG discount code
“CECTAG_08” when placing an order online at Prufrock Press’ Web site
at http://www.prufrock.com and automatically receive this members-only
discount. Please note the 10% discount is only available online and it is only
available to current CEC-TAG members.

State/Province: __________________
Zip/Postal Code: ________________
Country: _______________________
Phone: _ _______________________
* Please call (888) 232-7733 (toll free)
or (703) 620-3660 for information on
current CEC dues. Join online at http://

www.cec.sped.org.
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Susan Johnsen
President
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Arlington, VA 22201-5704
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Mary G. Rizza
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Ken Dickson
Del Siegle
Gloria Taradash
Tom Southern
Jennifer Robins
Sneha Hah-Coltrane
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The TAG newsletter is a quarterly publication.
If you have news or upcoming events you’d like
to share with other TAG members or have a brief
article you’d like to have featured in the
newsletter, please contact Jennifer Robins at
jenniferrobins@mac.com.

