A CRITICAL CALL TO ACTION: SUPPORTING EQUITY,
DIVERSITY AND ACCESS FOR THE GIFTED STUDENT

POLICY
THE DATA

Regarding excellence, states’ grades ranged from B+ to D (Plucker et al., 2018).
Regarding closing Excellence Gaps, states’ grades ranged from C+ to F (Plucker et al.,
2018). “Every state in the nation has Excellence Gaps - in grade 4, grade 8, and high
school; in math and in reading” (Plucker et al., 2018, p. 8).
Only 7 states required universal screening for at least one grade level, despite
universal screening being a key step toward closing Excellence Gaps (Plucker et al.,
2018).
Black and Latinx students are not fairly represented in advanced courses due to
systemic barriers (Patrick et al., 2020).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Enact policy at the highest level possible in order to affect more students.
Disaggregate achievement data and participation in advanced coursework by
subpopulation, so that all stakeholders, including decision-makers, are informed
(Patrick et al., 2020). This should include students with multiple exceptionalities.
Be cognizant of state regulations and policies as well as district policies that may
impact children with gifts and talents. Also be knowledgeable about policies that
cross district departments such as Special Education Department and English
Learners.
Establish a state accountability system that focuses on growth (Plucker et al., 2018).
Before passing policy, ask these two questions:
“How will this affect our brightest students?
How will this help other students begin to achieve at high levels?” (Plucker et al.,
2010, p. 30)

RESOURCES TO LEARN MORE INFORMATION

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation includes specific state data as well as other information
and resources (https://www.jkcf.org/)
The Education Trust (https://edtrust.org/)
National Association for Gifted Children, Gifted by State
(https://www.nagc.org/information-publications/gifted-state)
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